2025 APALA BIENNIAL CONVENTION RULES

RULE 3:

RULE 4:

Only persons wearing approved APALA badges will be allowed on
the convention floor. The press shall be allowed in designated areas.

Per Article IV, Section 5.C. of the APALA Constitution, “The
Convention shall not be constituted for business until after the
Credentials Committee shall have examined and reported on the
credentials of all the Delegates present at the scheduled opening of
the Convention. Appeals to the final report of the Credentials
Committee may be made to the Convention body” by the close of the
Convention. The Credentials Committee shall report updated
delegate totals at the start of business each Convention day.

Persons who completed and financially processed their registration,
paid their 2025 membership, and were included in a delegate or
alternate list submitted by a union or chapter by the May 27
deadline, will be allowed to register as voting delegates. Persons
who completed and financially processed their registration, paid their
2025 membership but were not included in a delegate or alternate
list submitted by a union or chapter until after the May 27 deadline
may be considered irregular delegates. The Credentials Committee
will submit their names to the convention body to approve their
credentials to become voting delegates (Per Article 1V, Section
4.A-F. of the APALA Constitution.)

If a constitutional delegate fails to appear, or leaves the convention
before its conclusion, an alternate may be appointed to replace the
delegate. The alternate must be chosen from the list of alternates
appointed by the union or chapter, and if no alternates were
appointed by May 27, 2025 a substitution will not be accepted. (Per
Article IV, Section 4.G. of the APALA Constitution.)

The selection of the individual alternate from the list shall be done
through communication with the chair of the Credentials Committee
or their representative in the registration area by any of the following
in order of priority: an officer of the international or their designee for
this purpose if present at the convention; a consensus of the APALA
Board members from that union; and in the case of unions not
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RULE 8:

RULE 9:

RULE 10:

represented on the APALA Board, a consensus of the delegates
from that union. The highest-ranking chapter officer present can
select chapter alternates.

The second order of business for the Convention shall be to ratify
the Convention Rules. (Per Article IV, Section 5.D. of the APALA
Constitution)

The Elections Committee shall supervise the conduct of all elections.
(Per Article 1V, Section 5.F. of the APALA Constitution)

All resolutions submitted before the April 27, 2025, deadline in the
Constitution will be considered by the Resolutions Committee. The
committee introducing the resolution and the author of the resolution
may each speak to introduce the resolution for a maximum of one
(1) minute. Two persons may speak for and against each resolution
or for and against each amendment for no more than 45 seconds
each. Speakers may speak in their preferred language and any time
for consecutive interpretation will not be taken out of their time
allotment. In addition, the AFL-CIO shall be given the privilege of
commenting on resolutions with the same time limits. These rules
shall also apply for debate on Constitutional Amendments.

All resolutions may be reported to the floor with a recommendation
of the Resolutions Committee.

Resolutions submitted after April 27, 2025, must include a written
justification for late submission. Such submissions shall first be
reviewed by the Resolutions Committee and then referred to the
Rules Committee for a determination on whether the resolution may
proceed to debate on the Convention floor.

Any resolutions that are not debated on the Convention floor or
require more deliberation by the posted date of close of Convention
shall be moved to the National Executive Board for consideration
and vote.

A delegate shall, upon being recognized by the Chair, state their
name, pronouns, chapter and union or organizational affiliation.

Except as otherwise provided in the rules governing elections and



RULE 11:

RULE 12:

RULE 13:

RULE 14:

RULE 15:

RULE 16:

RULE 17:

RULE 18:

RULE 19:

RULE 20:

resolutions, a delegate recognized to speak shall have the floor for a
maximum of 1 minute. Nominations and seconding of nominations
shall have the floor for a maximum of 1 minute each. The chair may
choose to extend this time.

No delegate shall interrupt the remarks of another delegate, except
to raise a “Point of Order.”

A delegate shall not be allowed to speak more than once upon a
question until all the delegates who wish to speak have had the
opportunity to do so.

A motion shall not be in order for discussion, until duly made,
seconded, and stated by the Chair.

A vote of a majority of the delegates present shall be required in
order to move the previous question.

The Convention may be ordered into Executive Session by the
Chair, or by a majority vote of the delegates.

These rules may be amended only by a vote of two-thirds or more of
the delegates present.

The Revised Robert's Rules of Order shall be the guide on all
matters not herein provided for.

Per Article IV. Section 7 of the APALA Constitution, “Questions may
be decided by a division or a show of hands.”

Per Article IV. Section 7 of the APALA Constitution, “A roll call may
be demanded by thirty percent (30%) of the Delegates present.
Upon such a roll call vote, each Delegate shall be entitled to cast
one (1) vote. Delegates from the same International or National
Union or Chapter may designate one Delegate to cast all of their
votes for them.”

Except where special voting rules apply, all questions before the
Convention shall be decided by a majority vote of the delegates
present.



RULE 21: Only credentialed delegates can debate and vote. Delegates shall
use the voting cards to vote.



